
Our History 

Second St. Bernard cornerstone laid on May 4, 1959 
     The cornerstone of the new St. Bernard Catholic Church was 
laid at 2:45 p.m., May 4, 1959 with Fr. Ferdinand A. Mack offi-
ciating and Fr. Alfred P. Endres and Fr. August H. Buenzli as-
sisting. 

     Among the articles enclosed in a copper box were a 1958 
parish report, a 1958 Christian Mothers and Altar Society re-
port, the parish bulletin for Holy Week and Easter Week Ser-
vices of 1958, the Middleton Times-Tribune Easter issue dated 
April 30, 1958, the May 4, 1959 issues of the Milwaukee Senti-
nel, Chicago Tribune and Wisconsin State Journal, the fundrais-
ing brochure for the new church, a listing of furnishings in the 
church and medals from Lourdes and Fatima. 

     Articles found in a tin box in the cornerstone of the old St. 
Bernard church torn down last year were also added to the 
items. They include a statement by the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Mathias 
Gerend and of the priests present at the laying of the corner-
stone in 1889 and copies of newspapers of that date.  

     The following statement was also included in the corner-
stone: “During this the first year of the gloriously reigning Pope 
John XXIII, with his immediate vicar, our beloved shepherd, 
Most Reverent William P. O’Connor, in his fourteenth year as 
the head of the See of Madison, in the midst of the troublesome 
times of the Cold War being bravely fought by our national 
leader President Dwight D. Eisenhower, and the affairs of our 
Mother State, Wisconsin, in the hands of Gaylord Nelson as 
Governor, and the problems of our peaceful and growing com-
munity being chaired and presented by Dr. A.M. McDermid, 
and the parish under the pastorship of Father Ferdinand A. 
Mack, whose arms are upheld as he petitions the Lord for his 
people, by his loyal curates Fathers Alfred P. Endres and Au-
gust H. Buenzli and its officer, Marcus J. Schwab, treasurer, 
and Lawrence J. Kalscheur as secretary, Joseph C. Adler and 
Herman F. Simon as consultors, representing a membership of 
well over 600 families, the second cornerstone of St. Bernard 
Congregation at Middleton, is laid, together with the corner-
stone of the original St. Bernard Church, on this the fourth day 
of Our Lovely Lady’s month, May, in the year of one thousand 
nine hundred fifty-nine. 

     “With the aid of the skill of the talented Thomas H. Flad, 
son of the founder of the firm of John J. Flad & Associates, 
Architects and Engineers, the church has been designed. The 
general construction was completed by the H.F. Simon firm of 
our own fair village, who owner and son, Herman F. Simon and 

Fr. Ferdinand A. Mack, right, the first pastor of St. Bernard parish, 
presides over the laying of a cornerstone on May 4, 1959. 

Gerald Simon, both being members of the parish, supervised all 
construction. Heating and ventilation contracts were satisfied by 
the Welch Plumbing Company, and the plumbing by the Mid-
dleton Plumbing & Heating Company, whose founder and own-
er, Alex Duschak, is also a member of the parish. The Badger 
Electrical Construction Company of Madison, Wisconsin, was 
in charge of fulfilling the electrical specifications. The exterior 
concrete work was completed by the Sam Parisi Company, 
whose founder, Mr. Sam Parisi is likewise a member of the par-
ish. Landscaping has been planned by Mr. Vance Dean and ef-
fected under his direction by Mr. Don Kirner, a member of the 
parish. 

     “Grateful, therefore, are all parishioners to God the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, whose blessing they all beg on into 
eternity.” 


